
Your child can attend an open 
class afternoon at a secondary 
school.

February/March
Your child takes the 
progression test.

February
The primary school receives 
the results of the progression 
test by 15 March at the latest.

March

With your permission, the 
primary school registers your 
child digitally with secondary 
schools. You draw up a 
preference list for this. 

            March/April

Your child is not admissible 
and is rejected from the 
preferred school. 

            March/April

April April

The primary school discusses 
the rejection with you. You can 
then choose another secondary 
school.

            March/April

Your child is admissible, but 
there are not enough places at 
the preferred school.

April
Consult “Route to take in case 
of over-registration”.

Your child is placed at the 
preferred school.

April

You and your child can attend 
secondary education open 
days. 

November
The primary school provides 
you with information about 
the POVO1 (primary and 
secondary education) 
procedure and the timeline. 

September/October
The primary school can, with 
your permission, register your 
child for advice or examination 
at Sterk VO. 

September/October

*There are three grounds on which a school can reject a student: 
1. The primary school’s recommendation does not correspond to the level of 

education offered by the secondary school. 
2. The education and support offered by the school of registration is not sufficient 

for the additional educational support a student needs. 
3. The student does not meet the additional admission criteria, as determined in 

advance and announced by this school. 

Joining Secondary Education Parent Information
Naar het VO

Utrecht

Your child is admissible and 
there are sufficient places at 
the preferred school. 

The primary school has given 
your child a recommendation 
regarding the choice of 
secondary school. This is based, 
among other things, on data from 
the pupil monitoring system, 
work attitude and motivation. 

January

The primary school gives your 
child a recommendation 
regarding the choice of 
secondary school no later than 
24 March. This 
recommendation is binding. 

March

 1 primary and secondary education 



* There are four grounds on which a school can admit a student directly: 
1. Students with specific support needs. In exceptional cases, a secondary school may decide to exempt a student with specific support needs from the draw. 
2. Students who have a brother or sister who is attending school at the school of registration in the current academic year. NB! Each school board determines for itself whether this regulation 

applies and what its scope is. 
3. Students for whom a deferred placement decision applies. For some students, the secondary education department needs a longer period to determine whether the school can meet the 

student’s support needs. In that case, schools can extend the registration period from 6 weeks to 10 weeks. They will inform parents of this by letter before the extension. If after the 
extension, it turns out the student can be placed at the school, this student will be placed directly at the school of first preference. 

4. 10-14 education. Students who start in the primary education (PO) department of ACADEMIE TIEN do not participate in the ‘Joining secondary education’ procedure and have direct access 
to the secondary education (VO) part of the same concept. These students do not transfer to secondary education but continue within the same school. 

Route to take in case of over-registration  
What to do in case of over-registration? 
If a school has more registrations than places at the educational level for which students have registered, a draw will be held among the students who are eligible for that educational level. 
Students living in the municipality of Utrecht have priority, but this only applies to the first preference. This applies to all Utrecht secondary schools, with the exception of the gymnasium-only 
schools, which have a regional function. If the student is not placed, the student will automatically and immediately be registered with the next preferred school, etc. No priority rules apply. 
The draw categories are multiple (with the exception of the single vwo2 recommendation) as are, expectedly, most level recommendations. In the case of a single recommendation, students are 
drawn in the draw category that considers the single recommendation as the lowest recommendation, for example, students with a tl3 ecommendation are drawn in the tl-havo4  category. 
For a possible placement in Utrecht, it is recommended to put at least two schools from Utrecht on the preference list for vmbo-bbl5, vmbo-kader6 and vmbo-kader/vmbo-tl  level7. 
For vmbo-tl, havo8 and vwo, at least six schools in Utrecht must be on the preference list. However, if a school with a placement guarantee is on the list (an overview of schools with a placement 
guarantee can be found on the secondary education (vo) website no later than 13 October), it does not matter how many schools in total are on the list. 

Your child receives a final 
placement decision. 
You receive the results via the 
primary school or by email. 

25 april
Your child has not been 
awarded a place at the 
secondary school of first 
preference and will 
automatically be registered 
with the next preference(s). 

Your child is awarded a place 
at the secondary school of first 
preference. 
You receive the results via the 
primary school or by email. 

23 - 25 april

23 - 25 april

No, your child will participate 
in the draw. 

Yes, your child will be excluded 
from the draw and can be 
admitted immediately. 

23 April

23 April

There are over-registrations. 
Can your child make use of the 
direct admission option*?

April

Your child receives a final 
placement decision. 
You receive the results via the 
primary school or by email. 

25 april

2Pre-university education
3Theoretical learning pathway
4Theoretical learning pathway at senior general secondary education level
5Block or day release at prevocational secondary education level
6Gaining practical knowledge while in prevocational secondary education
7Theoretical learning pathway at prevocational secondary education level 
8Senior general secondary education


